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What are some general things you should know about research studies?
You are being asked to take part in a research study.  To join the study is voluntary.
You may refuse to join, or you may withdraw your consent to be in the study, for any reason, without penalty.

Research studies are designed to obtain new knowledge. This new information may help people in the future. You may not receive any direct benefit from being in the research study. There also may be risks to being in research studies. Deciding not to be in the study or leaving the study before it is done will not affect your relationship with the researcher, your instructors, or North Carolina Wesleyan University. 

Details about this study are discussed below. It is important that you understand this information so that you can make an informed choice about being in this research study. 

You will be given a copy of this consent form. You should ask the researchers named above, or staff members who may assist them, any questions you have about this study at any time.

What is the purpose of this study?

[BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE RATIONALE FOR THE STUDY IN LAYMAN’S TERMS]

Are there any reasons you should not be in this study?
You should not be in this study if you:
[LIST EXCLUSION CRITERIA HERE IN A BULLETED LIST]

How many people will take part in this study?
If you decide to be in this study, you will be one of approximately [INSERT #] people in this research study.

How long will your part in this study last?
[DESCRIBE TIME COMMITMENT FOR EACH PART OF THE STUDY]

What will happen if you take part in the study?
[DESCRIBE STUDY PROCEDURES IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER. IF DECEPTION WILL BE USED, INCLUDE A STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE RESEARCH CANNOT BE FULLY DESCRIBED AT THIS TIME, BUT AT THE CONCLUSION OF PARTICIPATION, AN EXPLANATION WILL BE PROVIDED.]

What are the possible benefits from being in this study?
[DESCRIBE BENEFITS ACQUIRED AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THIS STUDY. IF NO DIRECT BENEFITS ARE EXPECTED, STATE THIS. FOR EXAMPLE, “THIS RESEARCH IS DESIGNED TO BENEFIT SOCIETY BY GAINING NEW KNOWLEDGE.  YOU WILL NOT BENEFIT PERSONALLY FROM BEING IN THIS RESEARCH STUDY.”]

What are the possible risks or discomforts involved from being in this study?
[DESCRIBE ALL POTENTIAL RISKS THAT MIGHT BE INCURRED DURING THIS STUDY]

How will information about you be protected?
[DESCRIBE PROCEDURES USED TO PROTECT PARTICIPANT CONFIDENTIALITY. IF PARTICIPANTS WILL BE AUDIOTAPED OR VIDEOTAPED, EXPLAIN HOW THIS MATERIAL WILL BE USED, HOW IT WILL BE PROTECTED, AND HOW AND WHEN IT WILL BE DESTROYED.]

What if you want to stop before your part in the study is complete?
Your participation in this study is voluntary and you can withdraw from this study at any time, without penalty.  The investigators also have the right to stop your participation at any time. 

Will you receive anything for being in this study?
[DESCRIBE COMPENSATION (IF ANY), INCLUDING ANY PARTIAL COMPENSATION FOR WITHDRAWING FROM THE STUDY EARLY. IF NO COMPENSATION IS PROVIDED, STATE THIS]

Will it cost you anything to be in this study?
[DESCRIBE ANY COSTS PARTICIPANTS WILL INCUR DURING THE STUDY. IF PARTICIPANTS WILL NOT INCUR ANY COSTS, STATE THIS]

What if you are a NCWU student? 
You may choose not to be in the study or to stop being in the study before it is over at any time.  This will not affect your class standing, grades at NCWU, or your relationships with your instructors or the university. You will not be offered or receive any special consideration if you take part in this research. 

What if you are a NCWU employee? 
Taking part in this research is not a part of your university duties, and refusing will not affect your job. You will not be offered or receive any special job-related consideration if you take part in this research.

What if you have questions about this study? 
You have the right to ask, and have answered, any questions you may have about this research. If you have questions about the study (including payments), complaints, concerns, or if a research-related injury occurs, you should contact the researchers listed on the first page of this form.

What if you have questions about your rights as a research participant? 
All research on human volunteers is reviewed by a committee that works to protect your rights and welfare.  If you have questions or concerns about your rights as a research subject, or if you would like to obtain information or offer input, you may contact the Institutional Review Board Chair, Dr. Dimitri Blondel by email to kpericak@ncwu.edu .  

Participant’s Agreement: 
I have read the information provided above.  I have asked all the questions I have at this time.  I voluntarily agree to participate in this research study.
 
_________________________________________________	__________________
Signature of Research Subject						Date

_________________________________________________
Printed Name of Research Subject

_________________________________________________	__________________
Signature of Research Team Member Obtaining Consent			Date

_________________________________________________
Printed Name of Research Team Member Obtaining Consent 
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